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“This is a solid gold piece of reference material that should be in every search 
manager’s primary library … a long awaited and much needed publication for the 
SAR community.” —Robert “Skip” Stoffel, Emergency Response International, Inc. 

“We highly recommend Urban Search. It combines technical and search manage-
ment expertise into a readable compendium of valuable information on this little 

known specialty. Young and Wehbring bring a wealth of experience to the  
fast growing need for urban search capabilities across the United States.”

 —Lois Clark McCoy, President, National Institute for Urban Search & Rescue

“A good tool to add to the search manager’s tool box when facing the most  
difficult SAR there is: the job of searching for someone missing in the urban/ 

suburban environment.  This well put-together guide covers the practically endless  
possibilities in this complex environment.”  —Matt Scharper, California State 

SAR Coordinator, Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, Law Enforcement Branch

“A comprehensive guide to the problem of urban searching.  
Everyone, no matter how experienced, will find something of value in it.”  

—Dave Perkins, The Centre for Search Research, UK

Christopher S. Young has been active in search and rescue since 1981. A Reserve 
Captain for the Contra Costa County (California) Sheriff’s Search and Rescue 
Team, he serves as Chairman of the San Francisco Bay Area Search and Rescue 
Council. An Instructor for the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
since 1989, he has published widely and presents internationally on urban search 
management. 

John Wehbring has participated in over 1000 SAR missions during the past 40 
years, including 91 urban searches with the San Diego Sheriff’s Department. He 
has served six terms as President of the San Diego Mountain Rescue Team, which 
he helped organize in 1967. An author of numerous journal articles, he developed 
guidelines for adapting wilderness search techniques to urban searching. 
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