Acknowledgments
Countless people have contributed to either the beginning or the on-going development of this
text. The list of contributors is now too long to mention everyone. To those I leave out, I request
your forgiveness and understanding; know that you have helped save lives.
To my life partner Jennifer: thank you for the years of sharing, patience, relaxation and
understanding. You know I appreciate to no end your tolerance of late nights, dirty clothes,
missed anniversaries, lost holidays, phone and pager noises at all hours of the day and night, and
my disappearing for weeks at a time. You have been a gift to all aspects of my life, and I look
forward to sharing many more years with you.
Unbounded gratitude goes to Greg Fuller, who not only let me apply his title to this book (I
can’t think of a better one for this text), but also graciously signed over the copyright to it. Greg,
thank you for also allowing me to use much of the work you arduously created to bring tracking
and awareness to the search and rescue (SAR) education program in Virginia. Greg developed
the Field Team Signcutter (FTS) course. Greg also designed and implemented the standards
for the FTS course, and those standards serve as the backbone of this text.
My thanks to the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) for their dedication,
support and belief in this material and its specialized skills used to help find a missing person.
My sincere thanks also go to all of the students who have attended the FTS course. Your
comments and suggestions have been utilized more than you know.
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Greg Fuller, Charles Worsham, Paul Rezendes,
David Scott-Donelan, William Bodziak, Jon Young, Kent Hicks, Joel Hardin and the other
tracking instructors from which I have taken classes. I thank them for not only instructing me
in ways of tracking but also teaching me how to teach tracking. They have been great advisors
in my progress from not knowing what is on the ground around me to being able to share with
others what is on the ground around them. My thanks to those instructors for letting me use
some of the material I have learned from them over the years. Honorary mention should go
to Ab Taylor for pioneering the sharing and adamant pushing to get SAR volunteers and law
enforcement professionals to be track-aware. My gratitude to Ted “Uncle Teddy” Andrus, Jeff
“Grady” Good, Bill “Bill” Keith, Kevin “Scooter” Brewer and Al “You can call me Al” Cire and
the late Kenneth “Ken” Adams for their assistance with instructing and improving the FTS
course.
I would like to acknowledge my father and late mother who, through their love, inspired and
developed the skills I needed to accomplish what I have in my life. Dad, thank you for reading
me those tracking books when I was a child. Credit is due to my coworkers for doing their share
(and mine) of the driving while I worked on the laptop to complete this perpetual project. Jessie
Overstreet, I thank you for your work computerizing the illustrations. Thanks also to Michael
J. Stacy Blackwell for working with me to maximize the students’ learning experience in this
organic manuscript, and to Del Morris for contributing the tracking information sheet at the

end of the logbook chapter. Let me express my appreciation to Del Morris, Mark Gleason, Al
Cire, Don Cooper, Greg and Connie Fuller, Dan Gardoqui, Mike Hull, Ted Andrus, Jennifer
Speiden, Leith Speiden, and Ty Cunningham for reviewing the material for its content and
readability. If there is any error or omission, it is my, Robert Speiden’s, error and no one else’s.
Many thanks for the editing eyes of Cyndi Young-Preston and Leah Coffman (both from
CSAR’s F Troop) for looking and looking again at the text to improve its flow and usefulness
to the student. As you can see, Cyndi designed a wonderful cover for the book. You probably
can’t see that Cyndi also worked arduously to make a silk purse out of the pig’s ear that I gave
her as a rough draft. She has waved her artful hands over the keyboard and here is the result of
her detailed and artistic proofing, editing, typesetting, formatting, printing and many other tasks
that she handled with a positive attitude from start to finish.
This work has very little originality in it. You will find many a quotation throughout this text
from other tracking authors. This has been done to emphasize points as well as show that
tracking takes teamwork. Improving any skill requires much input from many sources. I have
drawn from many an elder to add to the discussion of awareness, signcutting and tracking. It is
with great honor that I give thanks to these individuals and publishers for the permission they
granted me to reprint excerpts from their works in this one.
I hardly ever actually am the first to come upon the lost person, but my skills are helpful
in determining direction of travel to narrow the search area and to focus the efforts of
other searchers. All searches are a team effort.1

1

McCarter, Dwight. (1998) LOST! A Ranger’s Journal of Search and Rescue. Yellow Springs, OH: Graphicom Press, p. 131.

